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Eventually the Princes would accept subordination to the leadership of one of their own number who succeeded in winning supremacy as the representative of the forces for which they stood. But either the Princes, or the Assembly and all that it stood for, had to go. The Assembly disappeared ; for it had not understood the alternative.
(d) GOVERNMENTS AND MIDDLE CLASSES AFTER THE DEFEAT OF THE 1848 REVOLUTION
As Austria's preoccupation with the Hungarian crisis in 1849 left Prussia a free hand in Germany, Prussia by her own free decision not only rejected the Frankfurt Assembly's offer of German hegemony, but contributed decisively to the defeat of the movement that had offered her so great an opportunity. Though Prussia sacrificed such political opportunities for considerations of monarchical solidarity, she did not compromise her economic leadership in Germany. During the following year she strove successfully to keep Austria-out of the German Customs Union. This was virtually completed in 1852 by the absorption of the " North-West German Customs Union" (Steuerverein). The Southern states and Saxony, confronted with the plain alternative of being expelled from the Customs Union, had to make their definitive choice for economic unity with Prussia, instead of with Austria.1 It was mainly the relative inclination of Prussian commercial policy "towards free trade in opposition to the protectionism which Austria had imposed upon herself by her internal economic policies, that won for Prussia the sympathies of the German middle classes.2 On the other hand, the very fact that political dismemberment had retarded German economic development for so long, enabled German industries, once this dismemberment was overcome by the Customs Union, to select sites for their newly-founded enterprises with considerable freedom and without causing that manufacturing congestion which the prc-railway transport conditions of the early nineteenth century would have rendered unavoidable.3 Thus German economic unity was not bound to mean economic centralisation round the capital of the leader-state.
than the BIsmarckian was to enjoy. But this would have meant an increased power, not for the actual king, but for the " Grown " in the British sense. The Frankfurt Reichstag would have been much more powerful than Bismarck's " free gift" was to be.
1 Conrady, op. cit., pp. 13-14.                                   2 See above, pp, 50-1.
3 Sec Clapham, op. cit., p. 287.